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PART A (60%) - ANSWER ANY 4 QUESTIONS. 

 

Q1. Explain the differences between occupation and professional.  Karim has been in the 

soccer team for Malaysia for the past 15 years. Discuss why soccer player like Karim is 

not term as a professional?                   (15 marks) 

 

 

Q2. a.  What are the essential elements the Code of Ethics should have for it to be an  

      acceptable ethical framework for an organization?             (5 marks) 

b.  Discuss, with example, how the Code can protect employees in an organization. 

                      (10 marks) 

 

Q3. Answer any three of the followings: 

a.  List the four members, which appointed by minister, to become the board of 

engineer.  

b. List the functions of Board of Engineers Malaysia (BEM) as stated in Act 138.  

c. Define the term contract and list the eight elements necessary for a contract to be 

enforceable by law 

d. Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA) act 514 was enacted on 25th February 

1994 with the intent to ensure safety, health and welfare of all persons at all places of 

work. List the four objectives of this act for promoting the safety and health in 

workplace.               (15 marks) 

 

Q4. a.   One of the important responsibilities that are required from an engineer is to keep  

certain information of the client secret or confidential. Discuss the importance 

confidentiality and proprietary information.             (5 marks) 
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b. During the course of your professional life, you might come across a few cases of 

wrongdoings that may lead to whistleblowing. With an aid of example, briefly 

explain meaning of whistleblowing, its forms, and conditions required to execute it. 

(10 marks) 

 

Q5. a.  From an industrial accident report, it was found that “the operator’s manual supplied  

 with the machine does not explain nor even address the malfunction codes. The 

maintenance manual lists the various malfunctions numbers but gives no explanation”. 

From this statement, what type of accident had occurred? List and define another two 

types of accident.                     (10 marks)  

 

b.  What are the criteria does the design engineer have to follow in order to ensure the 

products he designs are safe to use?             (5 marks)  
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PART B (40%) – ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS 

 

Answers to Q6 to Q9 are based on the following case, and Code of Professional Conduct 

(Registration of Engineer Act – Act 138) on page 6. 

John, a quality control engineer at Clarke Engineering, has a problem. Clarke had won the 

contract with USAWAY to supply a product subject to the requirement that all parts are made in 

the USA. Although the original design clearly specifies that all parts must satisfy this 

requirement, one of Clarke's suppliers failed to note that one of the components has two special 

bolts that are made only in another country.  There is not enough time to design a new bolt if the 

terms of the contract are to be met. USAWAY is a major customer, and not meeting the deadline 

can be expected to have unfortunate consequences for Clarke. 

John realizes that the chance of USAWAY discovering the problem on its own is slim. The bolts 

in question are not visible on the surface of the product. Furthermore, it is highly unlikely that 

those who work on repairs will notice that the bolts are foreign made. In any case, Clarke is also 

under contract to do the repairs. Meanwhile, it can work on a bolt design so that it will be ready 

with USA made bolts when, and if, replacements are needed. 

John lets the product go to USAWAY with the foreign bolts. Some months later Bolton, a 

recently dismissed Clarke’s project engineer, was at a party. At the party, several people begin 

telling "war stories" about business.  Bolton tells the story of how Clarke once faced a tough 

situation - conceals the fact that a pair of bolts was foreign made or Clarke has to give up a 

multi-million dollar contract.  Although USAWAY was not named, a USAWAY stockholder 

was present at the party, and contacted USAWAY officials to check out its contracts with 

Clarke. Prior to examining the products that Clarke has supplied, USAWAY confronts Clarke. 

 

[This case is an excerpt from National Academy of Engineering online November 2011.  The original name for this case was 
USAWAY edited by Michael Pritchard for Center for the Study of Ethics in Society, Western Michigan University] 
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Questions: 

 

Q6. List 1 (one) the most relevant codes in BEM Code of Professional Conduct that might 

had been violated each by John, and Bolton.  Briefly explain each violation. 

        (5 marks) 

 

Q7. By focusing on the rights and responsibilities of engineers, how would you justify 

Bolton’s action?                     (10 marks)                                       

 

Q8. From what had happened in the case, do you agree that John seems to disregard the good  

 name of the profession, and the safety and interest of the public?  Justify your answer.       

                 (10 marks) 

  

Q9. As quality control engineer in this case, list and explain in details steps for John to take in 

order to make thing right for both Clarke Engineering and USAWAY              (15 marks) 
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CODE OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

(REGULATION NO 23 – 33 REGISTRATION OF ENGINEER ACT) 

 
23. Every Registered Engineer shall at all times uphold the dignity, high standing and reputation of his 

profession. 

24. A Registered Engineer in his responsibility to his employer, client or the profession shall have full 

regard to the public interest. 

25. (1) A Registered Engineer shall discharge his duties to his employer or client as the case may be with 

complete fidelity. 

 (2) Except with the permission of his employer, a Registered Engineer shall not accept any 

remuneration for services rendered other than from his employer. 

26. A registered Engineer shall not maliciously injure or attempt to maliciously injure whether directly or 

indirectly, the professional reputation, prospects or business of another Registered Engineer. 

27. A registered Engineer shall not; 

 (a) canvass or solicit professional employment 

(b) offer to make by way of commission or any other payment for the introduction of his professional 

employment; or 

(c) except as permitted by the Board, advertise in any manner or form in connection with his 

profession. 

28. A Professional Engineer in private practice shall not practice engineering with any person whose 

registration has been cancelled. 

29. A Professional Engineer in private practice shall not be a medium of payment made on his client’s 

behalf unless he is so requested by his client nor shall he, in connection with work on which he is 

employed, place contracts or orders except with the authority of and on behalf of his client. 

30. A Professional Engineer in private practice shall not without the approval of the Board enter into 

professional partnership with any person other than a Professional Engineer in private practice, a 

Registered Architect, a Registered Quantity Surveyor or a Licensed Land Surveyor. 

31. A Professional Engineer in private practice shall not directly or indirectly- 

 (a) supplant or attempt to supplant another Professional Engineer in private practice; 

 (b) intervene or attempt to intervene in or in connection with engineering work of any kind which to   

      his knowledge has already been entrusted to another Professional Engineer in private practice; or 

 (c) take over any work of that other Professional Engineer in private practice 

      acting for the same client unless he has- 

  (i) obtained the consent of that other Engineer; or  

(ii) been formally notified by the client that the service of that other Engineer have been 

terminated in accordance with the provisions of any contract entered into between that other 

Engineer and the client. 

32. (1) Except with the prior approval of the board, a Professional Engineer in private practice shall not be 

a director or executive of or substantial shareholder in or agent for any contracting or manufacturing 

company or firm or business related to building or engineering. 

 (2) If such approval is given, such Professional Engineer shall not undertake any contract work 

wherein he is engaged as a consulting engineer in such project unless it is in respect of a “design and 

build” project. 

33. Every Registered Engineer while acting in his professional capacity shall disclose in writing to his 

client of the fact if he is a director or member of a substantial shareholder in or agent for any contracting 

or manufacturing company or firm or business or has any financial interest in any such company or firm 

or business, with which he deals on behalf of his client.   

 


